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Development Education Activities For Use With Adult Groups
Introductory Activity: My Hope or Concern for the World
· Ask each participant to choose a photo which speaks to them of a hope or a concern they have for the world at the moment
Or 

· Invite participants share as they introduce themselves 

· Divide the group into sub-groups of 3 people

· Each group gets 4 to 5 photos or images relating to global issues

· Each person choses one or more of the photos/images that best relates to their hopes/concerns about the world.

· Each person discusses their photo and reasons for choosing with their sub-group. 

· One person reports on the discussion in their group to the wider group. 

What Is Development? 

· Each person is given the Development Priorities Hand-out with table (see end of this document).
· Participants fill this in individually.
· Alternatively participants can be invited to rank the their top ten development priorities from the list and then discuss an agree a single list in small groups 

· Participants discuss their table in small groups of 3 or 4.
· One person reports on the discussion in their group to the wider group. 

Closed Borders’ (also known as ‘Under the Dome’)

· Split larger group into smaller groups of three to five people.  

· Explain that there has been an ‘incident’ and that Ireland is now cut off from the rest of the world.  You can compare it to the dome in the Simpson’s Movie or in the television series ‘The Dome’.  The borders are closed, airplanes grounded, ports shut down.  There is no way to transport anyone or anything into or out of the country.

· Ask the groups to imagine themselves six months down the road – what will have changed in their lives?  What will they no longer have access to?  What will vanish from their lives?  What will Irish society look like? 

· Draw a line down the middle of a flipchart sheet and label one side ‘Changed’ and the other ‘Gone’.  Ask the groups for their feedback and roughly divide the answers into each category – e.g. oil is gone but sources of energy might have changed.  

This activity aims to help us understand how interdependent we are with the wider world and encourages us to think about the sustainability of the way we live in wealthier countries.  It is estimated that if a similar scenario occurred in real life, developed countries like Ireland would suffer food shortages in seven days.  It is also estimated that it would take a country like Ireland seven years to become self-sufficient in food and energy.  

Unequal World Game
Note: The figures used for this activity come from the 2010 Credit Suisse Global Wealth Report, http://piketty.pse.ens.fr/fichiers/enseig/ecoineg/EcoIneg_fichiers/DaviesShorrocks2010(CSGlobalWealthReport).pdf.

Instructions

1. Divide participants into 2 groups representing the richer 50% and the poorer 50% of the world’s 4.4 billion adults. 

2. Invite all participants to stand or sit in a crescent moon/semi circular shape, if space allows,  so that everyone can see what’s going on

3. Let 2 people from the richer group know that they represent the richest 10% of the world’s adults. 

4. Distributed the 100 sweets or beans to these groups in proportion to the real distribution of wealth in the world

Do this one group at a time in the order below.  
· Poorest 50% people = 2% world wealth (2 sweets)

· Richer 40% = 15% world wealth (15 sweets)

· Richest 10% people = 83% world wealth (83 sweets)

5. Invite the groups to consume their wealth

6. Allow a few minutes for people to absorb the information and buzz among themselves

7. Ask each group how they feel about their slice of the wealth.  Encourage them to imagine being in that position if needs be.

8. Invite people to discuss the following question in 3’s or 4’s

· How do you feel about the inequality of wealth distribution in the world?

· How do you think the distribution of wealth between countries/individuals has changed in the last 10-15 years?

· Any ideas about what has caused this inequality?

After the discussion you may project some of the maps and diagrams from the LYCS presentation which has already been emailed to you to give the group some more food for thought. 
Video: Global Wealth Inequality - What you never knew you never knew from TheRules.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWSxzjyMNpU
Women , Work and the Economy
Note: this activity was adapted from the economic literacy handbook ‘Looking at the Economy Through Women’s Eyes’ (2005), written and produced by Banulacht.  We would recommend that you read it.  You can download it here http://www.developmenteducation.ie/resources/gender/looking-at-the-economy-through-womens-eyes.html 
· Invite the group to brainstorm all the work they did in the previous day and to discuss what is paid and unpaid and to note the level of unpaid work that is carried out in society – particularly by women 
· Invite the group to brainstorm what comes to mind with the word ‘economy’

· Show the first two parts of the diagram of the economy (keeping the section from the ‘care economy’ downwards, covered.

· Ask participants what they think is missing 

· What is generally missing from conventional descriptions of the economy is unpaid work and care work and also nature the source of resources and absorber of waste
· Show the group the next sections of the diagram and introduce the concept of the ‘care economy’.   

· It is also useful to introduce the notion of ‘externalised costs’ (such as the cost in environmental pollution) which are rarely mentioned in mainstream discussions about the economy 
Video: Extract from ‘DANGEROUS FLOWERS: The Impact of the cut flower industry in Kenya’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xKtm7KNiO4  
Video:  Tighanimine Argan oil producers, Morocco https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hTp3mIkmuMA
Exploring the Food System: Break the Bread
· Give each person a piece of bread. Ask them to experience the bread through all the senses, sight, touch, hearing, smell, taste and finally eat it. Ask the group to consider how the bread got to us, from the moment the wheat seed was planted in a field to the moment of eating it in Bray. Write a list on flipchart of all the steps mentioned by the group e.g. fertilised, harvested, stored, milled, transported etc. Here you could highlight all the elements that are threatened by the global food system such as seeds (corporate ownership of DNA and genetic modification, soil degradation, water waste and shortages, climate change, peak oil and farm mechanisation, carbon footprint for transportation, fertilisers and pesticides in terms of pollution and health issues and reliance on oil. Etc.)
· You may ask half the group to consider how bread is made in a traditional setting without electricity, as we did in Bray. You can then compare the 2 systems in terms of impact on the environment and on women’s lives. You could highlight the tension between benefits of modernisation esp in terms of women having more time 

Exploring the Food System: Hungry Planet
· Divide the group in to small groups of 3 or 4
· Give each group 3 photos from the Hungry Planet project, one representing a low, a middle and a high income country or family from around the world and what they consume in a week. These can be downloaded at this link https://devedlycs.wordpress.com/resources/resources-and-downloads-healthy-eating-without-costing-the-earth/
· Ask participants to discuss questions on the slide and feedback (See slides)

Exploring the Food System: Sugar Rush Mexico
· Show extract of Jamie Oliver’s documentary on sugar, Jamie Sugar Rush, from 28 minutes in, which deals with the sugar/sugary drinks consumption crisis in Mexico. https://vimeo.com/142612794
· Get participants to react to the extract.
Corporate Power and Neo-liberalism 
· Introduce participants to the TTIP  Trade agreement, the notion of corporate power and the International Financial institutions 
· Show the Video: The World Bank (WB) & The International Monetary Fund (IMF) by John Pilger. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xgxCf05Kmw  (3 minutes)

· Present information on neoliberal economic policy
· Break participants into groups of 4 and invite the groups to consider the impact of neo-liberal policies on different groups of people by: 

· Giving each group a different general location (i.e. rich country, poor country, Ireland) 

· Inviting each group to look at some issues from the following list (healthcare, education, work, prices of everyday goods, income security)

· Inviting each group to answer these questions: 

· What are the Pros and Cons of neoliberal policies for wealthy people and for poor people in this context and in relation to the different issues chosen?
· What are the Pros and Cons for women in particular? Does it matter if women are rich or poor?

· Note:  The aim here is for people to gain an understanding of neoliberal policy and its impact.  You are inviting the group to explore the impact of class and gender on how these policies are experienced.  It is not possible to have everyone explore all of the variables – this would be very laborious.  Divide the locations and the issues up so that all are covered

· Walking debate on corporate power 

· Place a sheet of paper with ‘I agree’ and one with ‘I disagree’ at either end of the room 
· Invite participants to take up a position at either end (or anywhere in between) on each of a series of statements 

· Read one statement at a time and invite comments about why people have taken up particular positions.  Let people know that they can move if they change their minds during the debate.  

Statements

· Any sensible Government would ban multinational corporations

· The Apple’s of this world wouldn’t exist if we didn’t want their products

· Corporations have as much right as any individual or other group to lobby for influence

· Successful corporations would make a better job of running the economy than politicians do 

Note:  Walking debate statements need to be polemical or controversial enough to allow for agreement, disagreement and argument 
Why empowering women can help sustainable development?
· Invite the group to share their experience and thoughts on why women’s involvement is important to the development of communities

· Present some information on why women’s involvement matters

· Show Video ‘Hans Rosling and the Magic Washing Machine’ http://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_and_the_magic_washing_machine?language=en 

· Show video: ‘Don’t Panic – The Facts About Population’ by GapMinder featuring Hans Rosling. The relevant part looks at women in Bangladesh approx. 4-19minutes (less was shown at the workshop)

Taking Action 
· Show participants the story of the Hummingbird and the forest fire as told by Wangari Maathai https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-btl654R_pY .  
· Brainstorm different types of action (such as lobbying, creating public awareness, using consumer power, cultural action, protest, strike, direct action, symbolic/spiritual etc).
· Invite participants to discuss the video and the list in small groups, exploring how they can be ‘hummingbirds’ and what sort of actions they feel drawn to.   Alternatively you could write each different type of action on a sheet (or use images), place them around the room and invite participants to stand by the one that attracts them most.  People can talk briefly in pairs or 3’s if the are gathering around the same and then share the reasons for their choice to the group 
Access to personal & business loans
Affordable private healthcare

Clean affordable water 

Consumer choice

Decent prisons

Employment

Enough calories for everyone

Fair land distribution

Foreign investment

Freedom to trade & do business

Gender equality 

Good education system

Good public healthcare

Good public transport system 

Good roads

Happiness

Healthy affordable food

Healthy environment

High economic growth

Housing for all

Impressive buildings

Income & wealth equality

Industry

Infrastructure

Priorities for Development

	Necessary
	Desirable
	Unnecessary

	
	
	


DESCRIPTION OF THE MARKET ECONOMY
	Official Market Economy (all cash transactions)


	GNP PRIVATE SECTOR
	

	Employment, Consumption, Investments, Savings
	
	

	
	

	Employment, Consumption, Investments, Savings 
	GNP PUBLIC SECTOR
	

	State & Local Government, Defense, Public Sector Infrastructure, Roads, Sewers, Schools, Hospitals
	
	

	
	

	DIY, Family, Community Structures, Household, Parenting, Volunteering, Sharing, Home Growing, Eldercare…Bartering 


	CARE ECONOMY/ 

COUNTER ECONOMY
	

	
	

	Mother Nature, Natural Resources, Nature Absorbs Pollution & Recycles Waste. External Costs Can Be Hidden (e.g. dump) 
	NATURE
	

	
	

	Cash Based; Illegal Transactions, Crime, Dodges etc 
	


What is Neo-Liberalism?

An economic philosophy, ideology and set of policies that have become dominant over the last 25 years. Often associated with Thatcher and Regan.  Neo-liberalism seeks to transfer control of the economy from public to private sector in the belief that it will produce more efficient Government and greater economic growth

Neo-Liberal Policies 

· Reduce the role of the state through 

· Privatisation of public assets

· Cutting social expenditure

· Lowering taxes (especially on business and wealth)

· Promote free trade (i.e. make trade easier) by:

· Reducing/removing taxes and tariffs, subsidies, price controls

· Deregulation (i.e. remove restrictions on trade, the movement of money, financial speculation, labour standards, environmental protections, minimum wages)

· Encourage Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 

· Wage restraint through the fostering of business friendly unions, partnership approaches or de-unionising

· Maximise the role of the corporate sector in determining political and economic priorities

· Low deficits (monetarism)

· Rule of the market

Neo-liberal values, beliefs

· Competition is good, welfare is bad

· Competition as incentive 

· Efficiency of private enterprise 

· Private is good, public is bad 

· Individualism (and individual responsibility )

· 'Freedom', for example,  freedom from interference by the state especially in economic matters, and freedom for wealth creators to create wealth

· Consumerism 

Buzzwords

· 'Competitiveness'

· 'The market'

· 'Trickle down'

· 'Wealth creators'

· 'Nanny state'

· 'TINA' (There Is No Alternative)

DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES HAND-OUT





Literacy


Low carbon emissions


Low crime rate


Low inflation


Low tax


National defense


National energy security


No corruption 


Participation in decision-making


Peace


Political freedom


Press freedom


Proper communications


Real democracy


Religious freedom


Sanitation


Secure banking system


Social welfare


Support for arts


Sustainability


Technology


Trustworthy criminal justice system
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